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Lighting Design 



Natasha, Pierre & the 
Great Comet of 1812

University of Minnesota Duluth - 2024

Director: Thomas Jacobsen
Scenic Design: Lisa Scott
Asst. Scenic Design: Sheridan Cornett
Props Coordinator: Scott Boyle
Costume Design: Moriah Babinski
Asst. Costume Design : Morgan Ryals & Jennika 
Bunney
Makeup/Hair Design: Caitlin Quinn
Asst Makeup/Hair Design: Emmi Dunkin
Lighting Design: Samantha Brown
Sound Design: Jon Brophy

Photo credits to UMD Publicity



 

With emotions soaring 
and plummeting, the 
lighting had to take us to 
many places and feelings. 
The beginning was 
inspired by traditional 
opera houses and their 
aristocratic tastes. The 
“post-Anatole” world took 
inspiration from clubs, 
creating a space that is 
almost too much for 
young Natasha. After the 
failed abduction, the 
lighting signaled another 
change into unfamiliarity,  
hostility, and numbness 
as Natasha's world falls 
apart. Finally, the comet, 
new life and catharsis, 
washed over both the 
characters and the 
audience.



 

Welcome to Moscow - “Moscow”

This Winter Sky - “No One Else”



 

Anatole Enters - “The Opera”

Hey Balaga, Ho Balaga - “Balaga”



 

You Will Not Enter - “The Abduction”

Into a New Life  - “The Great Comet of 1812”



 



 



Stage Blood
Stage 2 - 2024

Director: Lou Divine

Asst. Director: Erik Rasmussen

Scenic Design: Sheridan Cornett

Props Coordinator: Regan Peterson

Costumes/Hair/Makeup Design: Kade Gau

Lighting Design: Samantha Brown

Photo credits to Katy Lacy



 

The lighting played 
heavily with color and 
angle to be able to 
support this whirlwind of 
a show. The beginning 
was bright and colorful 
to match the players’ 
comedic antics, and the 
Hamlet scenes were just 
as moody and dramatic 
as its leading man. 
During act 2, the lighting 
became more shadowy 
(but still playful) as 
murder, ghosts, and 
mystery abound before 
the whole plot is 
revealed and the lighting 
is again bright and 
colorful as the cast 
celebrates their 
incredible performance.



 

There’s Something About an Empty Theater - Act 1

That is the Question - Act 2



 

Look you, How Pale He Glares - Act 2

Don’t Sign, Carl - Act 2



 



 



Flying Solo
University of Minnesota Duluth - 2022

Director: Tom Isbell

Scenic/Prop Design: Nelson Wennberg & 
Elyssa Munch

Costume/Makeup Design: Ryan Hamilton

Lighting Design: Samantha Brown & Maddy 
Uecker

Sound: Syd Boucher, Maddy Uecker, Emily 
Mattingley, Andrew Norfolk, Jake Pulkrabek, 
Samantha Brown, Ethan Hollinger

Photo credits to UMD Publicity



 

Flying Solo - Woman of the Ice written and performed by Thressa Schultz

Flying Solo consisted of 
15 one-person plays 
written and performed 
by students. Out of 15 
shows, I designed 6. One 
was Woman of the Ice, 
where a woman shares 
stories of the women 
aboard the Titanic, while 
also exploring her and 
her mother's own 
connection to the ship. 
The lighting started out 
warm and comforting, 
then shifted to cold and 
isolated as she 
confronted the tragic 
events of her mother's 
past.



 

Adventures While Preaching the Gospel of Beauty - Zac Pollitt Safe Haven - Mikela Anderson

My Friend Anxiety - Emily Bolles

Part of the 
challenge of the 
show was to have 
every show have 
their own distinct 
look and feel. These 
are the other shows 
I designed for. 



 

The Odyssey - Jake LiederSame Story, Different Ending - Aristotle Taylor



 



 



Stupid 
F##king Bird
University of Minnesota Duluth - 2022

Director: Lauren Roth

Scenic Design: Elyssa Munch

Props Coordinator: Matthew Lamers 

Costume/Makeup Design:  Jeannie Hurley

Asst. Costume Design: Olivia Zastrow

Lighting Design: Samantha Brown

Asst. Lighting Design: Abby Swanson

Sound Design: Ethan Hollinger

Photo credits to Alexander Messenger



 

Stupid F##king Bird is 
an introspective show 
about human 
connection (and 
disconnection). The 
lighting created real 
places that reflected 
the emotions of the 
characters without 
attempting to mask 
any stagecraft. As the 
lives of the characters 
are upended and 
become worse and 
worse, an atmosphere 
appropriate for 
introspection and 
isolation was 
introduced, then a 
stark heaviness as the 
characters' emotions 
come flooding out and 
they accept their fates.



 

Stupid F##king Bird - Scene 12 Want - Scene 14 



 

On and On - Scene 23 Terrible to Behold - Scene 20



 

This plot was 
remade twice 
for an encore 
performance 
and for the 
KCACTF 
Region 5 
Festival



 



Restructure
University of Minnesota Duluth - 2021

Artistic Director: Matthew Wagner

Choreographer: Rhea Nair

Costume Design: Kaitlyn Mathiowetz

Lighting Design: Samantha Brown

Sound Design: Ethan Hollinger

Photography by David Cowardin



 


